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Electives Take Students into City Art Scene
By: Mary Ellen Norton
April 26, 2004 2:59PM EST

Beginning and intermediate drawing and painting classes offered through USFSP in collaboration with Saltcreek
Artworks are helping shape the identity of St. Petersburg as the cultural hub of Central Florida. While most enrolled
students are non-art majors, the courses allow them to explore the arts in the heart of the art community.
Azelle Prince, owner of Saltcreek Artworks, offered to construct a studio at his own expense for USFSP in a building
he had renovated into individual artists’ studios complete with two large galleries. This began what Professor Lucy
Karl refers to as a “growing partnership” with the arts program at USFSP.
Located in downtown St. Petersburg just a short distance from many museums and galleries, Saltcreek Artworks is a
sanctuary to Karl and her students allowing them to create drawings and paintings inspired by various exhibits. With
30 resident artists in the building, students have the opportunity to see well-known artists at work on a daily basis.
Drawing and Painting courses also support the Graphic Design program. Students applying to Graphic Design must
complete prerequisites Drawing I + II and two elective studio courses, such as Beginning or Intermediate Painting to
enter the program.
Karl hopes the USFSP Saltcreek studio can continue to have positive impacts on the community. Non-degree seeking
students may one day be able to take courses for their own enhancement, such as a workshop on watercolors or a
photography course. Another possibility is offering workshops for disadvantaged youth, particularly in the summer
when school is not in session.
The partnership between USFSP and Saltcreek Artworks continues to evolve and is creating a real-life, hands-on
learning environment for students and the community, allowing them to create artwork that visually informs,
persuades and entertains an audience.
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